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The Summer School of the AER will take place in august 2009 in Valencia, Spain. By bringing together
decision makers, officials and young people, the Summer School intends to provide the tools to be able to
cope with the challenges of water management.

In a scenario of climate change, the sound management of the water is a key issue to maintain the
biodiversity, the human health and the economic and social development. The “blue” challenge is of
paramount importance. The entire World is going through a water crisis, safe access to water for all is
one of the Millenium Goals, and water savings can be improved by more than 40% in Europe. That is why
it becomes necessary to join efforts and ideas, share experiences and develop new instruments to raise
awareness, contribute to create a water saving culture in Europe, define strategies, learn from each other
and work with third countries.

The Summer School is oriented to regional decision-makers, elected politicians and experts from the
different regional and local administrations who are interested in developing solutions for the water
issues. Simultaneously, the Youth Summer School will bring young people from all Europe to work
together in this issue, to promote sharing of experiences, expressing their opinion and better awareness
to act as “water ambassadors” when back in their home regions.

The contents of the Summer School are grouped in four pools:

e Pool 1. Water management: Regions need to provide innovative strategies to ensure safe water
and sanitation for all. The workshops in this pool will tackle the problems faced by policy makers
when they define plans and implement infrastructures.

e Pool 2. Water and climate change. The availability of water will change and be affected by the
climate. Draughts and floods will be more severe and recurrent. This will affect not only the economy
and human life, but also the ecosystems and the biodiversity. The participants will work on research,
mitigation and adaptation to climate change, preserving the natural environment.

e Pool 3. Governance and communication. The social involvement is essential to manage water in a
sustainable way. The participants will work on legislative and political measures, public participation,
education and training, aiming to develop a new water culture in Europe.

e Horizontal workshops: The horizontal workshops will invite the participants to propose their ideas
in joint projects dealing with water, global issues and co-operation, and instruments to be developed
by the AER in order to promote better water management all over Europe, such as a water award and
a European Regional Charter for Water.
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The Summer School will gather experts from all over Europe in each of the topics, organising roundtables
and dynamic workshops. The program includes also daily activities and study visits, discovering the
Valencian experience in water management
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MONDAY 24

ALL DAY
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TUESDAY 25*
9:00-10:30

11:00-12:00

12:00-13:0

13:00-14:30
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24 > 29 August
VALENCIA, SPAIN
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14:30-16:0

16:00-20:00

*Confirmation pending for all the participants.
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WEDNESDAY 26*

11:00-13:00

13:00-14:30
14:30-16:00
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24 > 29 August 2009
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16:00-20:00

All the day

*Confirmation pending for all the participants.
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THURSDAY 27*
9:00-10:30

10:30-11:00
11:00-12:30
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12:30

15:00-20:30

20:30

*Confirmation pending for all the participants.
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FRIDAY 28*
9:00-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-13:00
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24 > 29 August 20
VALENCIA, SPAIN

WATER, ENGAGEMENT FOR OUR FUTURE

13:00-14:30
14:30-16:30

16:30

*Confirmation pending for all the participants.
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SATURDAY 29
10:00 OPTIONAL TOURISTIC VISITS
Option 1. Option 2.
Visit to the port of America’s cup. Visit to the ‘el Plantio’ sustainable golf course in
Alicante.
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